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This Forest Community Media project was commissioned by the Gloucestershire County Arts Advisory Group, made up of 
all the local authorities and Arts Council SW to promote the development of community media. 



“I think its pulled everybody together, to be honest, its made everybody really want to do something for Cirencester, 
just the real varied topics that have been on, there was some gardening programmes yesterday, a guy doing a tour of 
the Abbey Grounds, people have got a general interest in those things and they want to show that off, my thing is 
sport and I want to tell everybody how brilliant sport is because I’m passionate about it, the people have other things 
they are passionate about and I think that’s shown why everybodyhas wanted to get involved with the radio station, 
its giving everybody a chance to voice their bit about the town...” 

Scott Burry – Sport Development Officer, Cotswold District Council 

Corinium Radio is the second of a series of projects set up to offer communities in Gloucestershire a chance to explore 
what a radio station created by local people sounds like. It is about celebrating and sharing what is truly local. 
 
Corinium Radio was named by a group of local people who have been meeting over the last few months to shape and 
build what you will be hearing on air. This project is about having a voice, as the waves of new community radio stations 
sweep across the UK, (there will be nearly 100 on the air by the end of 2006). 
 
Introducing the on air presence of Cirencester’s first ever community radio broadcast, 12 months after the first project in 
Winchcombe, had allowed some reflection and learning to take place. Launched in January 2005 Winchcombe’s first 
broadcast took place in April ’05, since then the local team, created and trained by Forest of Dean Radio as part of the 
RSL project, have produced two further broadcasts in October ’06 and April ’06. 
 
There was a clear contrast in the scale of this new project: 

Winchcombe – A small rural town, 7 miles North of Cheltenham with a population of around 5000, a single senior 
school, 3 primary schools within a reasonable radius, but somewhat isolated by Geography in its links to 
Tewkesbury District. 
Cirencester – A major Cotswold town, population of almost 19000, is the host for Cotswold District Council (CDC). It 
has 9 schools including 2 large comprehensives, Deer Park and Kingshill, as well as Cirencester College which has a 
strong media focus. 

 
In each instance the local support and goodwill of a large number of individuals and organisations contributed to the 
success of the project and as people continually mention in the feedback, a chance to share and learn about their new 
town. 
Staff changes at CDC had caused some delay in getting this project off the ground, however by the time an open meeting 
was held in the Corn Hall in the town centre in January, a welcoming team of local people and CDC staff were on board. 
 
The meeting exchanged experiences, programme ideas and shared their interests in being involved in the community 
radio station. A steering group was formed and regular meetings began. The twenty or so people there included young 
and old and a good range of aspects of the town from history experts to Fred Hart who has always wanted to explore his 
passion for radio. 

“I’ve learnt when you are actually broadcasting 
its not actually that bad when there is no one 
else in the room – just pretend no one’s 
listening!” 

Fred Hart 

“I think its opened our eyes, so we can see other 
people and what they think and it lets us get 
involved with things around us”. 

Adam Tonks 

The social mix included Tracy, a freelance BBC presenter who had never run a studio desk nor chosen her own music 
before; and Danny and Richard, pupils at Cirencester Deer Park School. 

“It was amazing, great fun I don’t know if it all went to plan 
because we ended up making half the show up on the sport, it 
scalped me, seriously it was frightening, you could say a swear 
word any minute, we originally had some script but it all went 
out the window once we got on air”. 

Dan & Richard 

Many skilled and knowledgeable members of the community made their way through the project, learning and sharing a 
range of skills to contribute to the atmosphere and collaboration that created the two days of powerful, distinctive and 
original community radio. 



More than 50 programmes were produced by a real mix of generations across the town. Groups forming new links 
included children from Cirencester Junior School reviewing an art exhibition at the Brewery Arts Centre. Another group, 
formed in response to the Tsunami disaster, came in and told of their visits and fundraising work to repair the lives of 
distant but similar rural communities. Aspects of history included Cirencester Abbey, the Air Raid Museum, a Radio 
Ramble and a study of the topiary in local gardens. 

“Its definitely reached a whole range of people... Its covered so many things... Not just one sort of music you got other 
things going on... I mean I saw the programme for it and I thought it could possible be boring in places for many people 
my age but I was getting dressed for college this morning and there was Thin Lizzy on there so I was happy... Its all 
good.” 
 
“I listened yesterday to Richard Coffey’s show and it was good and I heard the programme about the history of Deer 
Park School... People have been tuning in to listen to local things and local bands and its not often you can hear them 
because its hard to get gigs... I think a lot of local bands would want to be interviewed and get their stuff played. 

Jackson - Distinct Mixes 

“I’ve just done the Breakfast Show on Corinium 
Radio. I enjoyed it enormously, the other two 
were so supportive and so helpful and so kind 
and I think it went well, the proof of the pudding 
is in the eating so I’ll wait for feedback...” 
 
“I’d done absolutely nothing at all before... I’ve 
talked into a tape recorder before but that was 
it. I’ve become aware that there is a huge 
amount that goes on behind the scenes, there’s 
programmes to be set up and recordings to be 
made, interviews to be done, and everything.” 
 
“There is just so much to do and I’d just like to 
get involved in it, and if I can be a presenter as 
well that will be fantastic. 

Liz Young 

“It just feels really exciting ‘cause we’ve done our own show and it has just been us. No one’s been interrupting or 
anything... I like all of it. I’ve learnt you don’t have to be all tense and sweaty, you just have to relax and do it, ‘cause 
when I first went on I was tense and what am I going to say? But then I just kept talking really and I found it fun... I 
didn’t know how much work has to be put into a radio show - you just have to be yourself and not pretend to be 
somebody that you’re not. 

Beth and Georgia - Request Show 

As part of the 40th anniversary programme, a 1960s school assembly from Deer Park School included a warning “not to 
take seriously the rumours of an invasion of ‘Cling Ons’ spread by a new fictional TV programme Star Treck”. Other 
features included local bands, sport, cinema forum and over two programmes the results of a writing competition that 
featured more than 20 local authors performing their work live. 
 
Insights into the running of CDC were provided by a group of staff explaining their roles, whilst councillors took part in a 
session where young people posed questions and exchanges views. 
 
Media contributors included Jenni Silver (local journalist from the Wilts & Glos Standard), Chris Brierly (BBC Radio 
Gloucestershire), Andy Freedman (media lecturer, Cirencester College), Christine Felce (film maker) and Vernon Harwood 
(freelance broadcaster) who kindly contributed to a number of training sessions. 
 
The broadcast team swelled to around 60 people over the 2 days with a few hundred actually involved in the programme 
making. Balloons and radio schedules let everyone know about programmes and around 100 calls were received over the 
2 days. 



A New Community? 
Links between Winchcombe and Cirencester are being explored, the teams are both planning their next broadcasts and 
FCM is working on a county network. Radio Winchcombe are now members of the Community Media Association and 
contacts have been made around reporting on the health proposals which effect the county. 

Thanks to... 
All the Corinium Radio team - Alex L, Carol, Dan, Richard, Geoff, Chloe, Bill, Peter, Joanna, Ann, Liz, Claire, 
Carol, Jan, Adam, Fred, Alex, Amelia, Mike, Vernon, Rob, Kyle, Eddie, Tom & Jackson 
Jenni Silver, Wilts & Glos Standard 
Cotswold District Council 
Cirencester Town Council 
Cirencester College 
Cirencester CVS 
All sports teams 
Cirencester Tsunami link 
Gloucestershire County Library Service 
Staff, students and parents at local schools - Deer Park, Kingshill, Stratton, Ciren. Junior, Watermoor, 
Chesterton, Ingleside, Powells 
Brewery Arts 
Arts groups 
Everyone who has helped in any way to make this happen. 
You as a listener. 
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Community Radio In Cirencester - Friday 5 May and Saturday 6 May 2006 


